CHAPTER   IX

THE   RITUAL   OF  ADONIS

THUS far we have dealt with the myth of Adonis and the Result*
legends which associated him with Byblus and Paphos.    A Ceding
discussion of these legends led us to  the conclusion  that inquiry.
among Semitic  peoples  in  early times, Adonis, the divine
lord of the  city, was  often  personated  by priestly kings
or other members of the royal family, and that these his
human representatives were of old  put  to death, whether
periodically   or    occasionally,   in   their   divine   character.
Further, we found that certain traditions and monuments of
Asia Minor seem to preserve traces of a similar practice.    As
time went on, the cruel custom was apparently mitigated in
various ways ; for example, by substituting an effigy or an
animal for the man, or by allowing the destined victim to
escape with a merely make-believe sacrifice.    The evidence
of all this is drawn from a variety of scattered and often
ambiguous indications :   it is  fragmentary, it is  uncertain,
and the conclusions built upon it inevitably partake of the
weakness of the foundation.    Where the records are so im-
perfect, as they happen to be in this branch of our subject,
the  element  of   hypothesis   must   enter   largely  into   any
attempt to piece together and interpret the disjointed facts.
How far the interpretations here proposed are sound, I leave
to future inquiries to determine.

From dim regions of the past, where we have had to Our
grope our way with small help from the lamp of history,

it  is  a  relief  to pass   to  those  later periods  of classical
.          ,             ,    j derived
antiquity on  which contemporary Greek writers nave snea
the  light  of  their  clear   intelligence.     To   them  we   owe
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